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“Thank you, and we are so greatful that you are with
us and we wish you Merry Christmas ”
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s not an exaggeration to say that this pandemic

has changed the world. But NVC had this op-
portunity to give back to the community and spread
God’s love during these hard times. Christmas is a
time of celebration where we remind ourselves of our
Lord and Savior’s birth. I wanted to be a reflection
of God’s generosity, and so | was very happy that my
family embraced the chance to share God’s love with
NVC as part of the Hmong mission.

Fresno is a city where many displaced Hmong
people live. They first came as refugees from Laos
and surrounding countries and settled down in public
housing projects, which many still live in to this day.
The Hmong population is one of the most marginal-
ized of the Asian-American populations in the United
States, and many of the Hmong in Fresno face pov-
erty and rely on public assistance to get by. Harmony
Korean Church has been working very hard for the
past many years to reach out to the Hmong commu-
nity through outreach events, Korean language les-
sons, acupuncture clinics, and activities for children.
With the pandemic, many of these activities have
been shut down for the unforeseeable future. Many
of the Hmong people, who are low-income, have been
hit particularly harshly by the pandemic.

This season, New Vision decided to help Harmony
Korean Church in their mission to go to the com-
munity directly and give out presents to the children
who usually come to the church. Although our church
helps out only occasionally, the pastor of Harmony
Korean Church is still continuing in his mission to
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reach the Hmong community. Now, he visits from
home to home, going to schools to pick up free lunch-
es and passing them out to children twice a week. It
is a different avenue of outreach than he was used
to, but he still took advantage of the opportunity
to still stay connected to the community, and 1 was
touched by his heart for the people. Though it was a
government-funded opportunity, he was still able to
share God’s love. To him, it felt as if he was sow-
ing the seeds and he trusted in God’s ability to do
the rest. His passion reminds me that as long as we
are willing, God opens new doors for us to keep on
continuing in the mission to bring more people to
know him. Even when we feel like he is not working,
especially during times like these, He is still working
for our good in ways that we may not realize.

I was also very blessed by seeing our church mem-
bers come together to spread God’s love. Despite the
obvious limitations of social distancing and stay-home
orders, our church members worked very hard to en-
sure that this Christmas mission was a success. They
worked hard to get donations for the children’s pres-
ents, went out to purchase everything themselves,
and organized volunteers in order to have a team to
drop the presents off to each address. We all took
very drastic measures to ensure everyone’s safety.
Volunteers wore gloves, face masks, and face shields
to ensure their safety and the safety of the Fresno
community members, It was a bit scary and it was
a reminder of how dangerous COVID-19 is, but this
entire experience was a huge blessing.

At first, I was very nervous, [ wasn’t sure how to

2021 A< | ol
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start off the conversations with each family or how
to end them. Especially with the fear of COVID-19, I
wanted to be extra careful with the way I presented
myself to the people we were trying to reach so that
they could feel safe and secure. With gift boxes and
pineapples in our hands, we knocked on each door
with a smile. We asked families for prayer requests
and prayed for them together. There was sometimes
a language barrier, especially when the people we
encountered didn’t speak English, But giving gifts is
universal, and words were not always necessary to
share God’ s love for them. It was wonderful to see fa-
miliar faces on our route. In one of our routes, we vis-
ited a familiar household with eight children; the last
time 1 had seen them, the baby had just been born.
Now, he was a year old and was able to walk around
by himself, They were very happy to see us, and even
offered us some eggrolls as thanks for the gifts.

We had a zoom debrief session on our drive
back home, and while listening to what people said, |
was happy that many children were able to be reached.
Some church members even shared how some people
were able to accept the Lord when the gospel was
shared. Because of the pandemic, many people be-
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came disconnected from each other, but for us, we
were able to stay connected through the church. The
hardest part of the pandemic has arguably been the
loneliness and isolation that ensues from being sepa-
rated from others for so long. It is a difficult time to
find hope and each day seems to drag on with no end
in sight. Yet in the moments when time felt stopped
for me, God was still moving. The stories that we
shared that day showed me that God was working in
others’ lives, and it wasn’t just an experience that I
was watching from the outside — He reminded me that
I, too, am a part of the body. The gentle grace that
God showed me was the most memorable part of the
experience. Faith is not something we do alone, but
one that we do together as one body in Christ.

I thank God for this opportunity to share his love with
the Hmong people of Fresno. I hope to see them again,
and I know that he will continue to protect them dur-
ing these difficult times. I will continue praying that
as God touches their hearts, that they will come to
know him and love him. I know that Harmony Korean
Church is doing great things with the Lord’ s kingdom,
and I am proud that New Vision Church partners with
them with this work.
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